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Limitations of NIBRS
There are some limitations to NIBRS. Some of these limitations have slowed its wide-
spread adoption.65 A few of these limitations are listed below:

1. 	 As with the UCR Program, NIBRS data include only crimes reported to law 
enforcement; unreported and unrecorded crimes are not included in NIBRS.

2. 	 Since the NIBRS specifications were developed by a federal agency, participat-
ing local agencies may find it difficult to work with inflexible specifications and 
impose problems with reporting procedures.

3. 	 Various organizations may have different goals and incentives. While the FBI 
and other national agencies are interested in a national monitoring system and 
national-level research applications, local and state agencies may have different 
organizational interests. For instance, local and state agencies may be more inter-
ested in local data collection requirements and analyses to support local opera-
tions, such as the deployment of law enforcement areas in certain problem areas.

4. 	 While NIBRS data include more detailed information than the UCR Program, this 
is also a drawback. With this detailed information, the NIBRS record structure is 
more complex; researchers and analysts may find collecting this detailed informa-
tion quite a challenge.

5. 	 Currently, little is known about the extent of the errors made when collecting 
NIBRS data. While some errors can be addressed, other types of errors will be 
noted only after the NIBRS data collection program is adopted on a more wide-
spread basis.

Hate Crime Data
On April 23, 1990, the president signed into law the “Hate Crime Statistics Act of 1990.” 
This was due to increasing concern regarding these types of offenses. As part of the UCR 
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Visit the NIBRS interactive map at: https://nibrs.fbi.gov/


